Spaghetti and Meatballs for All! Extensions and Writing Prompts

Extensions:

· If there were 96 meatballs, how many meatballs would each person get?

· How many kids/adults were there?

· Find the total number of people there.

· Compare the number of boys to girls.

· Serving size checked against the total amount available

· Find the area and perimeter of classroom furniture (tables, desks arrangements)

· Count all the people using tally marks.

· 3 sets of twins - ? people; ? triplets = how many people?

· Rearrange the tables and find the perimeter.

· Take half of the recipe or double it (fractions)

· How many meatballs? What fractions of meatballs or spaghetti per peson?

· Graph how many like spaghetti (with or without meatballs), garlic bread, salad

· Eggs in a nest/ Tomatoes in salad/ meatballs in spaghetti

· How much money does the food cost?

· Multiply the recipe to the number of people.

· Cook and weigh spaghetti.

· Measure spaghetti before and after cooking.

· Find the circumference of the meatballs.

· Number of pieces of bread in a loaf

· Number of legs on chairs and tables

· Count backs and seats on chairs (2).

· Count celery and olives.

· Number of olives in nose

· Number of shoes in pairs

· Predict the number of guests.

· Portion meal

· Count wheels – bikes, rollerblades, etc.

· Counting on; counting by fours

· Floor plans

· Pants vs. dresses

· Glasses or not

· Male/female

· Silverware – how many of each? Pattern with silverware.

· Determine the number of males/females

· Portions in one pound of spaghetti; number of meatballs

· Determine how much the meal costs.

· Add 4 more people. How much more food is needed? Include fractions.

· Make combinations of classroom tables for boys and girls.

· How many seats do you lose when the tables are touching?

· Arrange tables to make shapes.

· Conversions with a recipe

· Depending on how the room is set up, what is the impact on the number of serving bowls?

· How many veggies would they have to grow?

· Find the mean (average) age of the people attending.

· How many total legs on the chairs? 

· How many wheels on the transportation that was used?

Writing Prompts:

· What other food could you serve to a large group? Why?

· Sequencing

· Write a letter to Mrs. Comfort

· Family Tree

· Write a new ending

· What would you do if you were Mrs. Comfort?

· Debate over the accommodations 

· If you had a family feast, describe who all would come.

· Favorite foods/recipes

· What is spaghetti made of?

· Write about your family reunion.

· Use onomatopoeia to create a poem.

· How did the Comforts figure out how much food to make?

· Write an invitation/thank you note.

· Make a grocery list.

· Family list

· Recipes --- how to make/ sequence

· Write a menu.

· Make a cookbook.

· Write directions to the house.

· Change the name of the hosts from Comforts to Grumpies. How would they react?

· Persuasive --- How could Mrs. Comfort convince them to use the original seating arrangement?

· Write the third person’s perspective of the scenario.

· Mapping of family tree members

· How would they handle it if more people came?

· Comparison of the story to The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins

· Write about a family dinner.

· What title of the book should the Comforts buy to plan better?

· Food fight at dinner

· Thank you notes from each family

· What’s for dessert?

· What will everyone do after dinner?

· What if the dog got loose?

· What if Megan let the elephants or pigs come (from the book Pigs)?

· Describe the pigs coming and eating the leftovers, paper products, etc. (from the book Pigs)

· Family traditions – meals, transportation

· Map to the house

· Health – trip through the digestive system

· Oops, I ate a worm instead of spaghetti!

· Food pyramid

· Plan a party and include a list of supplies.

· “If you give a dog a meatball” like Mouse a Cookie by Laura Numeroff

· Review possessives

· What would happen when all the families are there?

· Research root vegetables.

· Good or strong verbs

· Different modes of transportation

· Where did they have to come from for dinner?

· What would a pet, like the cat, do at the reunion?

· What job would everyone have?

· What could they serve for breakfast?

· Where would everyone sleep?

· Number of groceries to buy.

· Plan a menu for dinner.

· Change the table size.

